
State of California
Office. of Administrative .Law

in re:
State Water Resources Control Board

Regulatory Action:

Title 23, California Code of Regulations

Amend sections: 3682.2, 3682.3, 3702.1,
3702.2, 3702.3, 3702.4,
and 3717

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EMERGENCY
REGULATORY ACTION

Government Code Sections 11346.1 and
11349.6

OAL Matter Number: 2017-1109-01E

OAS Matter Type: Emergency (E}

This emergency rulemaking by the State Water Resources Control Board .amends
sections .3682.2, 3682.3, .3702.1, 3702.2, 3702.3, 3702.4, and 371.7 in title 23 of .the.
California Code of Regulations. Sections 3682.2, 3682.3., 3702.1, 3702.2, 3702.3, and
3702..4 are being amended in response to the amendment of Water Code. section
13628, subdivision (a), which changed. the certification renewal period from .two. years to
three years...Section 3717 is being amended to reduce various operator, provisional
operator, and.operator-in-training fees.

OAL approves this emergency regulatory action pursuant to sections 11346.1 and
11349.6 of the Government Code.

This .emergency regulatory action is effective on 11 /16/2017 and will remain in .effect
until revised by the .Board .pursuant to Water Code section 13628.

~. r . t

Original: Eileen Sobeck
Copy: Wes Wilkinson

For: Debra M. Cornez
Director
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NOTICE REGULATIONS

AGENCY WITH RULEMAIQNG AUTHORITY 
AGENCY FlLE NUMBER (If any)

State Water Resources Control Board

A. PUBLICATION OF NOTICE (Complete for publication in Notice Register)
_......~ .......~...._...._ .............~............................ ... --'FIRST SECTION AFFEC`fE0 ..~ _ 2. RE4IUESTEO PUBLICATION DATE............

1. SUBJECT OF NOTICE ~ ~ TITLES)

3. NOTICH TYPE 4. AGENCY CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER (OptionaQ

❑
Notice re Proposed 

❑OtherRe ulato Action

OAL USE 
I O ED N TI E i NOTICE REGISTER AIllMBER PUBLICATION DATE

(—~ pp oved as ~ Approved 2s ~ -1 Disapproved'
ONLY ~ ASu6mittrxl V~odifed J Nithdrawn

B. SU6MISSION OF REGUI.ATION5 (Complete when submitting regulations)

1a. SUBJECT OF REGULATION{S) I ib. AlL PREVIOUS RELATED OAL REGULATORY ACTION NUMBER(5)

Wastewater Operator Certification Fees __~»-

2. SPEC~EY CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS TITI.E(5) AND SECTIONS} tincludtngtitle 26, if toxic r~eiated}

5ECTIUNIS) RFFECTED
(List aU section numberis)

individually. Attach nMENo

,~ additions! sheet if needed.) 36$2.2, 36$2.3, 3702.1, 3702.2, 3702,3,3702.4, & 3717

TITIE(5) REPEAL

-.=, CCR Titie 23,, ,

.. 3. TYPE OF FILING

Regular Rulemaking (Gov. ~ Certificate of Compliance: The agency officer named ❑Emergency Readopt (Gov. ~ Changes Without Regulatory
~ Gode §1134b) below certifies that this agency complied writh the Gode, §7134b.1(hN Effect 1Cai. Code Regs., title
~ ❑ Resubmittal of disapproved or provisions of Gov. Code §511346.2-71347.3 either 1, §t 00)

withdrawn nonemergency before the emergency regulation was adopted or ~ Ffie &Print ~ Print Oniy
~ 81ing (Gov. Code X411349.3, within the time period required by statute.

11349.4)

..P ~ Emergency tGov. Code, ~ Resubmittal of disapproved or withdrawn o omen esPe~~ryf Water Code sec. 13628(e)

i §11346,7(bj) emergencyfiiing(Gov.Code, §11346.1)

~y^ a. All BEGWNING AND ENDING DATES OFAVAILABILITY OF MOCNFIEDREGULATIONS ANO/OR MATERIAL ADDED TO THE RULEMAKING FILE (Cal. Code Regs. title L §44 and Gov. Code 
§71347.1)

r

S. EFFEC(IVE PATE OF CHANGES (Gov. Code, §§ i 1343.4,11346. t (d); Cal. Code Regs., title i, 4100 )

~ Etfiective January 1, April 1, July 1, a Effective on flung with §7ooChanges Without EffectWe --

October t (Gov. Code §11343.4(a)) ~ Secretary of Sfaie ❑ Regulatory Effect ~ ocher (Specify) _

6. CHECK ~F THESE REGULATIONS REQUIRE N0710E T0, OR REVIEW, CONSULfiAT10N; APPROVAL OR CONCURRENCE BY, ANOTHER AGENCY OR 
ENTITY

pepartment of Finance (Form STt7. 399) (SAM §6660) 
~ Fair Political Practices Commission o State Fire Marshal r

Other {Speciry)

Z CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE NUMBER FRX NUMBER (Optionap E-MAIL ADDRESS (OpUonai)

Wes Wilkinson {916) 341-5131 {916) 341-5734 wes.wilkinson@waterboards.ca.gov

8• 1 certify that the attached copy of the regulatian(s) is a true and correct cagy 
For use by Office of Administrative Law (DAL) only

of the regulations) identified on this form, that the information specified on this form

is true and correct, and that l am the head of the agenry taking this action,

or a ~sigri'ee of the head of the agency, and am authorized to make this certification.

SIGNATU OF AGENCY HEAD O ESIGNEE DATE

1 o f 3"~3 ~l "7
TYPED NAME AND TITLE QF 5(GNA70RY

Eileen 5obeck, Executive Director



TITLE 23. V1IATERS
DIVISION 3. STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD AND. REGIONAL

WATER QUALITY CQNTROL BOARDS
CHAPTER 26. WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT CLASSIFICAl'IOfV, OPERATOR

CERTIFICATION, AND CONTRACT OPERATOR REGISTRATION

Article 4. Operators~in-Training

§ 36$2.2.'lssuance of an Operator-in-Training Certificate.

(a) Within 30 days of receipfi of a complete application and payment of the certification fee
prescribed in article 10, the OfFice of Operator Cerkification shall issue an operator-in-training
certificate. or inform the applicant of the reason the certi#icate will. not be issued. The
operator-in-training certificate shall be .issued in the .name of the .applicant and mailed to the
chief plant operator at the mailing address of the wastewater treatment plant where the
applicant will be in training.

(b) An operator-in-training certificate shall .include:

(1) the name and. grade level of the operator-in-training;

(2) the issue and expiration dates of the certificate;

(3) the name of the wastewater treatment plant where the operator-in-training will be training;

{4) the State WaterBoard seal;

{5) the .name, "State Water Resources Control Board;" and

(6) the signature of a State Water Board member or designee.

(c) The Office of Operator Certification may refuse to issue an operator-in-training certificate if it
determines that the applicant has committed any act in violation of this chapter.

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (e), operator-in-training certificates shall be valid for #~e-
three years.

(e) The expiration date of Grade II through Grade Voperator-in-training certificates shall not
exceed the expiration date of the applicant's passed examination results.

Authority cited: Sections 1058 and 13627, Water Code.
Reference: Section 13627, Water Code.

§ 3682.3. Renewal of an Operator-in-Training Certificate.

(a) An applicant far renewal of an operator-in-training certificate must have completed the.
.minimum. amount of education prescribed in section 3687 for certification as an operator at the..._
grade level for which a renewed operator-in-training certification is requested.

(b) Except as provided in section 3682.4(d), a valid, unexpired Grade (operotor-in-training
certificate may be renewed once for a #~vve-~ea~#hree-year period provided the operator-in-
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training has passed an examination at fihe Grade I level or higher before the expiration of the
initial certificate and the operator-in-training's examination results have not expired.

(c) A valid, unexpired Grade II through Grade Voperator-in-training certificate may be renewed
once for a ~rve-~e~~three-year period provided the operator-in-training has passed an
examination at that grade level or higher and the operator-in-training's examination results
have not expired.

(d) Following an initial renewal pursuant to subdivisions (a) or (b), and except as provided in
section 3682.4(d), a valid, unexpired Grade I though Grade Voperator-in-training certificate
may be renewed repeatedly for additional #~~~-Yea three-year periods if the operator-in-
training has passed an examination at that grade level or higher and the operator-in-training's
examination results have not expired, and the chief plant operator submits a plan for the
operator-in-training to acquire the qualifying experience necessary to meet the minimum
qualifications for certification at the appropriate grade level under section 3687. The plan shall
include:

(1) the chief plant operator's original signature verifying:

(i) the applicant's qualifying experience acquired at that wastewater treatment plant; and

(ii) a description of the duties that the applicant performs and/or will be performing at that
wastewater treatment plant.

(2) information regarding qualifying experience the applicant may have acquired at another
wastewater treatment plant;

(3) the applicant's original signature;

(4) the average number of hours per week the applicant will be training at the wastewater
treatment plant to acquire qualifying experience;

(5) an estimate of the amount of time required for the applicant to acquire the qualifying
experience necessary to meet the minimum qualifications for certification at the
appropriate grade level under section 3687; and

(6) additional information, evidence, statements, or documents to support the application for
renewal as requested by the Office of Operator Certification.

(e) At least 60 days before the expiration of an operator-in-training certificate, the Office of
Operator Certification shall send a written notice of the expiration date to the chief plant
operator at the wastewater treatment plant where the operator-in-training is training and to the
operator-in-training: Failure to receive a notice of the expiration date does not relieve the
operator of the responsibility for renewing a certificate on or before the expiration date.

{f) An application for renewal shall include:

(1) the applicant's name, mailing address, grade level, and classification or title;

(2) the name, contact information, and signature of the chief plant operator of the wastewater
treatment plantwhere the operator-in-training is in training;.

(3) the renewal fee prescribed in article 10; and
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(4) if the operator-in-training is applying #or a renewal cer#ificate pursuant to subdivision (c), a
plan containing the information required by subdivision (c) submitted by the chief plant
operator at the wastewater treatment plant where the operator-in-training is training.

(g) Within 30 days of receipt, of an application, the .Office of Operator Certification shall notify the
applicant in wri#ing whether the renewal application is complete or deficient. If there is a "
deficiency, the Office of Operator Certification shall inform the applicant in writing of the
specific requirements necessary to complete the application. if the applicant does not correct
the deficiency within 60 days from the ,date of the notice of deficiency, the application shall be
denied.

Authority cited: Sections 1058 and 13627, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 13627 and 13628, Water Code.

~4rticle 8. Certificatdon of Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators

§ 3702.1. Issuance of Certificates.

(a) An operator certificate shall include:

{1) the operator's name and grade level;

(2) the certificate number;

(3) the issue and expiration dates of the certificate;

(4} the State Water Board seal;

(5) the name, "State Water Resources Control Board;" and

(6) the .signature of a State. Water Board member or designee.

(b) Upon successful completion of the application and examination process and within 30 days of
payment of the certification fee prescribed in article 10, the Office of Operator Certification
shall issue an operator cer#ificate. If an operator is employed at more than one wastewater.
treatment plant, the Office of Operator Certification shall. issue duplicate operator certificates to
the operator for posting at each was#ewater treatment plant.

(c) The Office of Operator Certification may refuse to issue a certificate if it determines that the
applicant has committed any act in viola#ion ̀ of this chapter.

(d) Operator certificates shall be valid for#eve-three years from the date of issue.

Authority cited: Sections 1058, 13627 and 13628, Water Code.
Reference; Sections 13627 and 13628, Water Code.

3702.2. Application for Certificate Renewal

(a) An operator certificate may be renewed repeatedly for #~rve-yFea~three-year periods.

~:.
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(b) At least 60 days before the expiration of an operator certificate, the Office of Operator
Certification shall send a written notice of the expiration date to the operator. Failure to
receive a notice of the expiration date does not relieve the operator of the responsibility for
renewing a certificate on ar before the expiration date.

(c} An application for renewal shall include:

(1) the applicant's name, mailing address, grade level, certificate number, and classification or
title;

(2) if employed as an operator, the name, telephone number, and mailing address of the
wastewater treatment plant where employed, and the name of the chief plant operator; and

(3) the renewal fee prescribed in article 10.

(d) Within 30 days of receipt of a renewal application, the Office of Operator Certification shall
notify the applicant in writing whether the application is complete or deficient. If there is a
deficiency, the Office of Operator Certification shall inform the applicant in writing of the
specific requirements necessary to complete the application.

(e) If there is a deficiency, and the deficiency is not corrected before expiration of the certificate,
the Office of Operator Certification shall not issue a renewal certificate. After the applicant
pays the reinstatement fee prescribed in section 3717, the Office of Operator Certification shall
issue a new certificate if the requirements of section 3702.4 are met.

Authority cited: Sections 1058, 13627 and 13628, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 13627 and 13628, Water Code.

§ 3702.3. Issuance of Renewal Certificate.

(a) Within 30 days of receipt of a completed application for renewal and the renewal fee, the Office
of Operator Certification shall issue a renewal certificate or inform the applicant of the reason
the certificate shall not be issued.

(b) The Office of Operator Certification may refuse to renew a certificate if it determines that the
applicant has:

(1) operated a wastewater treatment planf with an expired operator certificate;

(2) operated a wastewater treatment plant at a grade level for which the applicant was not
certified; or

(3) committed any other act in violation of this chapter.

(c) A renewal certificate shall include:

(1) the operator's name and grade level;

(2) the certificate number;

(3) the issue date of the initial certificate and the expiration dafe of the renewal certificate;

(4) the State Water Board seal;

~erayency
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(5) the name, "State Water. Resources Control Board;" and

(6) the signature of a State Water Board member or designee.

(d) The expiration date of a renewed certificate shall be tvve-three years from the expiration date of
the certificate being renewed.

Authority cited:.Sections 1058, 13627 and 1362$, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 13627 and 13628, Water Code..

§ .3702.4. Reinstatement.

(a) An :expired operator certificate may be reinstated within one year following expiration if the
applicant applies for reinstatement as prescribed in this .section..

(b) Experience acquired under the expired certificate shall be credited to the reinstated
certificate.

(c} An application for reinstatement shall include:

{1) all the information prescribed in section 3702.2;

{2} a signed statement regarding whether a certifying body or court, for any act associated
with performing duties at a facility that treats wastewater in a state other than California,
in a territory, or on land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe, provided the duties are
comparable to the duties of an operator or contract operator at a wrastewater treatment
plant, has ever: taken final acfion to revoke or suspend the applicant's certification or
registration, taken final action to discipline ar impose administrative civil :liability on the
applicant or conducted an investigation regarding the applicant; or imposed civil or
..criminal liability upon:the applican#; and.....-

(3) the renewal and .reinstatement fees prescribed in article 10.

(d} The Office of Operator Certification may refuse to reinstate a certificate if it determines that
the applicant has:

(1) operated a wastewater treatment plant with an expired. operator cerkificate;

(2} operated a wastewater treatment plant at a grade level for which the applicant was not
certified; or

(3) committed any other act in violation of this chapter.

(e) The expiration date of a reinstated certificate shall be #we-three years from the
date of reinstatement of the cerkificate.

{f) A certificate that has been expired for more than .one year shaMl not be reinstated. Upon
passing another examination at the appropriate grade level, an applicant whose certificate
has been expired for more than one year may apply for a new certificate in accordance with...
section 3702.

Authority cited: Sections 1058, 13627 and 13628, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 13627 and 13628, W ater Code.
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Article 10. Fees

§ 3717. Operator, Provisional Operator, and Operator-ln-Training Fees.

(a) Except for examination fees that are refundable pursuant to section 3700(e), all fees are
nonrefundable.

(b) Application fees for an examination are:

6ra~e-E: $~8

6~a~e-F4~ $x-39
6~e-I~ $a-4~8
~~e-~ x-48

Operator Examination Application Fee Schedule

Grade Application Fee Re-examination
A lication Fee

70 35
11 90 45
III 130 65
IV 1.40. 70
V 140 70

(c) Examination fees are: -

6~ade-I~ ~

~~~-~

@-~ ~~

Operator Examination Fee Schedule

(d) The provisional operator certification fee is $~-7-9- 125. O~czr~e~-Except as provided in
subdivision (e) the operator and operator-in-training certification fees`are:

6~--ade-~ 8
~~ade-~I ~ $~38
C r-~e-~F~: $3~8
~~-~ $~48
~a~l~ $348

6

Grade Examination Fee

50
65

III 165.

IV 225

V 225



Fee Schedule for Operators and Operators-in-Trainings With a Single Certificate

__ _ __
Grade Certification Fee Triennial Renewal Fee

125 150
I1 170 150
(I I 225 150
IV 255 150
V 255 150

6~a~~-1: $~-7-8
6r-ode-l~: $~39
~,~c~~~ $388

,~
6~a~e--~: $~48

Fee Schedule for Operators and Operators-in-Training With Multiple Certificates

Grade Certification Fee per Triennial Renewal Fee per
Certificate Certificate
95 170

II 125 11Q
III 170 110
IV 190 11Q
V 790 110

(f) The reinstatement #ee for all grades levels is $100.

{g) The fee fior replacing a lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed. certificate is $50.

(h) Applicants for an examination waiver shall pay an examination waiver fee of $100 in addition to the
certification fee.

Authority cited: Sections 1058 and 13628, W ater Code.
Reference: Sections 13627 and 13628, W ater Code.
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